Where in the world of

YOUTH PHILANTHROPY
do I get started?

When Youth Philanthropy Connect (YPC) started to expand and deepen our youth philanthropy work six years
ago, we realized just how hard it can be to actually figure out where and how to start! That’s why we made this
short guide—to help you get movin’ and groovin’!
FIND THE SECTION RELEVANT TO YOU BELOW AND CLICK for the most up-to-date recommendations for
references and resources to meet your youth philanthropy needs! We hope that these recommendations will
help you navigate YouthGiving.org to build and strengthen your youth philanthropy efforts, and to have a
more active role in the youth giving movement. Join us on the journey!

Brand Sparkling New to
Youth Philanthropy
Learn how young people, parents or families,
all kinds of foundations, community-based
organizations, schools, synagogues and more
are involving young people in giving and how
you can get involved.

Ready to Ramp Up Our
Youth Philanthropy
Learn smart engagement tips for becoming or
building strong youth philanthropist leaders
and resources for replicating or scaling up
your youth philanthropy efforts.

$$$ to Spend for
Youth Impact
Learn how to support youth philanthropy
efforts for your family or community, in schools,
globally, and as a movement! The more giving
young people the better!

I’m not sure where I fit in...
Tell me more!

I’m not sure where I fit in...Tell me more!
OK, SO YOUTH PHILANTHROPY = SERVICE + GRANTMAKING. This site focuses on youth grantmaking—
one of the many important components of the youth giving movement. Philanthropy includes
volunteerism and service, and is defined by many as “giving of time, talent, treasure, and ties.”
You’ll find some broader resources on the Learn page, but we also recommend checking out these
great organizations for additional resources, opportunities, and ideas related to non-grantmaking forms
of philanthropy:
DoSomething.org
Youth Service America
National Youth Leadership Council
YMCA Service Learning Resources
BuildOn

Best advice for adults?
Simon says take t wo steps back
and zip it when appropriate!
Let young people speak, develop
new ideas, and impress you!

HandsOn Network
Points of Light

Youth philanthropy through grantmaking
works because giving money is giving power
and voice to what youth care about and
value. The amount of money doesn’t matter
($100+ works), it’s just important that young
people are the stars!
You came to the right spot as this is the
first and only global hub for learning about
and sharing information about youth
grantmaking.
The BEST way to get started is to search
the directory to find youth philanthropy efforts
nearby and connect with others in your area. Why? Maybe there are
things you can learn from each other, or ways you can look at community needs
together. Get on the grid and share what you’re up to! This is a movement; make
sure the work that you’re doing is findable and transparent! If you don’t find
someone nearby, sort by the program type or age served filters and see if you
can find matches across the globe!
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Our favorite part (shhhh…it’s all amazing!) of
YouthGiving.org is the funding map. Check out
the MILLIONS of $$$$ youth philanthropists have
been giving to our world and for what causes!
Who else is giving in the same areas you are
or are interested in giving in? How could this
information make your grantmaking smarter?
Youth philanthropists love meeting other
young people who are also giving or making a
difference. It’s a fact and it matters A LOT!
So help make it happen by finding people on
the directory or map! Cool in-person events or
online trainings will always be posted on the
Connect page.

Our #1 piece of advice:
Don’t reinvent the wheel!
Learn from and elaborate
on what works for others.

P.S. If it’s not at least a little fun, it’s hard to get
work done. Loosen up and get out there to see
your giving in action!
Are you confused? Do you have questions? Feel free to reach out to the Foundation Center team
at youth@foundationcenter.org, they’re here to help!
If you are interested in learning more about
the national youth-led network that hosts
youth philanthropy trainings and events and
develops resources to build the movement of
youth giving, please feel free to reach out to the
Youth Philanthropy Connect team at
info@youthphilanthropyconnect.org.
See you around the Youth Philanthropy world—
we look forward to hearing from you!
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Brand Sparkling New to Youth Philanthropy
WELCOME TO YOUTH PHILANTHROPY--THE MOVEMENT INVOLVING YOUTH UP TO AGE 30 WHO GIVE!
Youth philanthropy = service + grantmaking. This site focuses on youth grantmaking—one of the many
important components of the youth giving movement. Philanthropy includes volunteerism and service,
and is defined by many as “giving of time, talent, treasure, and ties.” You’ll find some broader resources
on the Learn page, but we also recommend checking out these great organizations for additional
resources, opportunities, and ideas related to non-grantmaking forms of philanthropy:
DoSomething.org
Youth Service America
National Youth Leadership Council
YMCA Service Learning Resources
BuildOn
HandsOn Network
Points of Light
The BEST way to get started on YouthGiving.org is to search the directory to find youth philanthropy
efforts nearby and connect with others in your area. If you don’t find someone nearby, sort by the
program type or age served and see if you can find matches across the globe!
Check out youth experts like Danielle to get inspired about all the various ways youth are giving around
the world. Here’s a Kids in Action Guide if you are ready to go!
The Learn section of the site is designed with you in mind, simply select “Getting Started” on the
Learning Life Cycle Stage filter. For example, we know language can get in the way sometimes—check
out this glossary! And, check out this Teen Philanthropy Café Series free from Exponent Philanthropy.

Families getting started find this Issue Brief most helpful—make sure to check
out the case studies of family foundations too! or this simple Gift Box full of
activities to spur giving conversations!

Community Foundations find the work of the Council of Michigan
Foundations helpful to learn about Youth Advisory Councils (YACs) involving
young people from the community. The Community Foundation for Greater
Atlanta involves their donor youth in giving in some creative ways.

Community-Based Organizations or nonprofits around the world are also involved in youth
philanthropy! One of the largest global movements is happening through YouthBanks. Another model
incorporates social justice grantmaking principles in California.
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Schools Or Academic Institutions are
teaching and involving young people in
giving through curriculums and nonprofit
led efforts. The best resource for a schoolbased giving curriculum is Learning to
Give. Some key resources for adults to
check out include the parent resources
section and the Fisher Educator MiniCourses that offer online training in
philanthropy education and service-learning
that you can take on your own time! Student
philanthropy is on the rise in colleges and universities
through programs like Learning by Giving—simply keyword
search “learning by giving” in the program directory to see the active
program sites that we’re aware of and learn more here.

Faith-Based Communities are also a way to get involved
in youth philanthropy. The Jewish Teen Funders Network is
leading the way with their network of programs across the
U.S. Here’s a story of one of their members.
The youth philanthropy world is a growing, diverse, and
friendly one! Reach out to people you want to learn more
from and share what you learn. Are you confused? Do you have questions? Feel free to reach out
to the Foundation Center team at youth@foundationcenter.org, they’re here to help!
If you are interested in learning more about the national youth-led network that hosts
youth philanthropy trainings and events and develops resources to build the movement of
youth giving, please feel free to reach out to the Youth Philanthropy Connect team at
info@youthphilanthropyconnect.org.
See you around the Youth Philanthropy world—we look forward to hearing from you!
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Ready to Ramp Up Our Youth Philanthropy
RAD! WE LOVE YOUTH PHILANTHROPY AND ARE EXCITED TO HAVE YOU IN
ON ALL THE FUN—make sure anyone else you know involved in youth philanthropy
knows what you are learning! Here’s some general advice and resources for building
strong youth philanthropists and scaling up your youth philanthropy efforts.
The BEST way to ramp up is to search the directory to find youth philanthropy efforts nearby and
connect with others in your area. Why? Maybe there are things you can learn from each other, or
ways you can look at community needs together. Get on the grid and share what you’re up to! This
is a movement; make sure the work that you’re doing is findable and transparent! If you don’t find
someone nearby, sort by the program type or age served and see if you can find matches across
the globe—video chats have been solid gold to many programs and foundations!
Our favorite part (shhhh…it’s all amazing!) of YouthGiving.org is the
funding map. Check out the MILLIONS of $$$$ youth philanthropists
have been giving to our world and for what causes! Who else is giving
in the same areas you are or are interested in giving in? How could this
information make your grantmaking smarter? Is your data on the map?
This tool will get MUCH smarter over time so check
back and make sure any youth-driven grants are
reported to Foundation Center.
Youth philanthropists love meeting other young people who are also giving or
making a difference. It’s a fact and it matters A LOT! So help make it happen
by finding people on the directory or map! Cool in-person events or online
trainings will always be posted on the Connect page.
And, make sure to check out valuable resources on how others have ramped up and evolved
their youth philanthropy efforts over time like this podcast featuring Sarina Dayal of the Tarsadia
Foundation or this evaluation report. Do you have resources you use or have produced that aren’t
on the site? Let us know! If you want our advice on top resources for your model click here.
The youth philanthropy world is a friendly one! Reach out to people
you want to learn more from and share what you learn. If you are
interested in learning more about the national youth-led network
that hosts youth philanthropy trainings and events and develops
resources to build the movement of youth giving, please feel free to
reach out to the Youth Philanthropy Connect team at
info@youthphilanthropyconnect.org.

Feel free to reach out to
the Foundation Center team
at youth@foundationcenter.org,
they’re here to help!

See you around the Youth Philanthropy world—we look forward
to hearing from you!
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$$$ to Spend for Youth Impact
THERE ARE MANY IMPORTANT WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUTH PHILANTHROPY EFFORTS for you, your
family or community, in schools, globally, and as a movement—if you are new to these models click
here for resources! The more young people who are givers, the better, period.
Even a small donation can incubate a new program, or
significantly deepen the capacity and impact of any existing
one. The BEST way to learn what is happening near you
is to search the directory to find youth philanthropy
efforts nearby to connect with. Existing programs
may have space for new young people to join in or
important community lessons for you to learn from—
check out the program profile pages to see if
a program is open to new people!
If you don’t find someone nearby, sort by the program
type or age served and see if you can find matches across the
globe—video chats have been solid gold to many programs and
foundations to inform how they choose to proceed! OR, incubate something new in your community
by reaching out to a local library, school, foundation, nonprofit organization, or other institution to
brainstorm how you might partner together. With some seed money and at least one accountable
adult to run a program, you have the pieces in place to let young people help you get started!
There are many models open and ripe to replicate—this could mean learning from someone and
then tweaking what they do to fit your needs OR paying someone to come in and set up and run a
program for you. Here are examples of a few community-based programs ready to come to your
community: YouthBank, Magnified Giving, and SHAPEstudents.org.
There are also consultants who are really
great youth development
If you want to learn
experts who can help facilitate
about how to support
a program for you or help
If you want to learn more about
you develop a customized
supporting the movement of youth
YouthGiving.org, contact
experience just for you.
philanthropy to build its impact,

please contact
info@youthphilanthropyconnect.org.
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This guide was written by Youth Philanthropy
Connect (YPC) for Foundation Center’s
Youth Giving project. Visit YouthGiving.org
to view other free resources related to engaging young people
in grantmaking.
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